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A strong focus on EbA  and eco-DRR, which is justified by the exposure of the Hispaniola to natural hazards and extreme climate events (yet, in the GCCA index, general Vulnerability and Capacity are above average, making the DR a medium-priority country). It is also in line with ongoing Climate Change policy and the NDC, EbA being the first priority in the Adaptation chapter. 

Otherwise, more specific justification is actually not given:  the dedicated section 3 of the concept note does not bring specific information on the justification. As such, it is not possible to know the level and quality of engagement in the NDC and NAP processes i.e., how well the proposal is fitting to existing efforts towards CC Adaptation and DRR (section 5 shows that many initiatives are already engaging in DRR). The idea of a “scalable pilot” remains unclear (not mentioned again in the document). The justification is therefore a particularly weak point in this concept note.

The challenges related to CC in the project area, and main response approach, are described globally. There seems to be a good level of ownership, through the involvement of institutions dedicated to CC. Yet, identification and priorisation of final beneficiaries is not clear (“all habitants will benefit”). Local Authorities are mentioned but do not seem to be key partners, whereas their involvement seem to be essential. It is recommended to go much further in the analysis in order to be more specific.

Section 4 on Outcomes shows that the Applicant demonstrates some preparation at the level of the intervention logic, which is positive. Yet, it seems that the Outcomes could be better connected and hierarchically structured. For instance, Outcome 4 can be a result of Outcomes 1, 2 ,3 (i.e., it is the “real” outcome, others can be more group of activities). It should be also clearer where the focus of the porposed Action would be: mainstreaming in policy, local planning, defining technical protocols? these can be interlinked but also can require very different capacities (in terms of skills, teams, and therefore, of partners).

As shown in section 5, there is good potential for synergies with existing DRR and biodiversity focused initiatives. This potential should be explained and developed in further detail.











